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ITH the first streak of
day on the morning of

R

we shifted position in
thaut
_ 1o leave the point of

>\
r’ ’-_ ‘~‘=.
. l:/‘l"’1.
IE:&'““:@
sy

direction, €0 as

.

7 . I.’-. T v o woods in ourold front
% ‘:‘IE . ‘{‘, more on our right, and
L5 e~ to look with our muz-

. T4 gles more toward the

_,' '__‘ o plece where the plank

road comes out of the brash into the clear-

ing, south of the Lacey House, We now
got ordersto *
“retire the eaissons,” because the uncensing
erash of the musketry—which had receded
from us the day before—was now steadily
approaching ; course, that
the Johnnies were drivins our infantry in
We bad not
been bhere long when the first rush of strag-
glers began 1o emerge from the woods in our
front, and we could distinetly hear the rebel

‘get the canister ready " and to

which mennt. of

on the south side of the ]-"1-'-'

yell ihrough the brush. The musketry in the ’

meantise beat anything 1 had ever heard.
Unbroken by the hoarser roar of artillery
anywhere on the line, it was ope solid, sav-
crash, without the slightest lull
or intermission, extending nlong a line over
two miles in leagth, of which we were about |
in rear of the right center. We could do |
nothing, because all the horses this side of
Tophet conld n
the brush in w
ing. As for the roads, there were only two,
the plank and the pike, snd they were at
that wide paths through

thickets
Our artillery had but one ¢l anecof work:
snd that was if our infastry shonld fall |
buck into the Laecey eleariug, and the rebels |
ebould attempt to force the position at and
about the Wildern == Tavern. And abont
it seemed a8 if we

The erush uud the

e crash,

ot have yniled a gun through

¥

hich the infantry were fight- |

1.‘.-.:1-

siply

* > . -
]11 celock 1 the HeUTT

ing
would get that chance.

—NEW SERIES.

( \ A / /. the Gibh of May it be-
T >\ ]\ "' gan again,—1his time |
L e d .‘ “‘ ~ more 1o onr left ; and

| later in the aflternoon.

|
|

| * manned

| They got in—and rinyed there,
| there yet, o

*TO CARE FOR HIM WHO HAS BORNE THE BATTLE AND FOR H!S WIDOW AND ORPHANS™

clearing, Then the heavy artillery troops
came into action as infantry. These heavy
artillery were men who had enlisted or had
drafted to “serve in fortifications.”
They had got the idea that they had made
with the Government “man
earthworks" but did net SHUPPOSO that they
wonld required to ecapture the
“earthworks™ that they were to “man.” So
when this * Kitch-
ing's, as we nsed to eall them,—the 6th and
15th N. Y. H. A,—began to file down the
| Germania road and deploy on our line left

in front, our irreverent old Regulars inguired

heen

aconmiract to

ever be

soft-hread brigade” of

]

s #,'-’.

S

A TexAN PHILOSOPHER.
whether “they had yet been 30 days ont of
the fortifications or not,” and *if they
weren’t afraid that they were now going to

side,” ete.

But soldiers will be soldiers, you know,
and s0 you wmust forgive the old devils of
Bioody B, who had never known what it was
{ 1o haye eover in a single fight, from Manas-
| sa% Lo the Wilderness, if they did poke a lit-
| tle fun at the “heavy artillery.”

The Gth N. Y. swong close to us as they
slowly deployed, and I recognized in their
rauks a boy named Peck, who was an old
I yelled at him, “ IHello, Al:
what are you doing here?”

schoolmate,

looked back as they swept by us, and
shouted, * Hello, B——; is that you? We're
iooking for fortifications,”

They found them—as the casnalty records
show more eloguently than words can say—
Of course we poked
fon at the heavy artillery—the “ Soft-bread
Brigade”
But

before they had been in action.
not alterwards; beeanse the records
vania, Cold Harbor, and the 15ith of June
show that

KO TROOPE FOUGHT BETTER
or fared worse than those same heavy ar-
tillervmen serving as infantry, They truly
earthworks:
frow Lhe wrong side,

earthwaorka™
they “ mwanued them "

rebel

»
.

vnder the shade of the trees

yelis bad kept coming our way for half an ; al -?”‘"L"”"-
hour, when suddenly onr infiutry (Cutler's No troops fought better, fured harder, or
= z i 16 1 1) 6 TLhe heave ¢ 1 I | e tea D
l'.:};_":i_’:.q'-—tl;r Old Iron !_:':;_-_;r_l‘;.- ] dl‘l[ Eamer. lll' e avy artille ry went in
{about I p. m. and the fell hack

CAME PrLL MELL OTT THE WooDns
& little to the left of our front, in sotne con- |
fusion. They bad not been broken by the
enemy, but their forma:im had
Blroved by L r'!r:u-.l_v of the thickets where
they fonght. Then came rajpid commands to
wot with the leit

been de-

chapyre .
L ready.”
Baot tise narrow clearing was iull of Cotler's
disordered infantry

and cenler sections
Lre o the lefl: load canster
: 80 we stood at a re ady,
pieces sighted apd lapyards in band, for sev-
eral minutes, expecting to see the encmy's
Lipe emerpe from the brosh. Meantimae Cot-
bes faniry bad sagped 10 the left toward
the (sermania road, or were seeking sbelter

in the little ravine on cor left front, and in
& lew minutes they cleared a path for our
C2INleT

enemy

through the brush in our immediate front. |
| But

{ clearing on the other side of the brush

the “heavies” when they got to the

were assailed in their turn and driven back
with preat loss.
| lfi}'ill.’lii

Duaring this time another
battle had goiog on Lo our
left on the line of the plank road, avd from
the we thought our folks
being foreed back to the Brock road,

wis plenty of

i

bed 1
sonnls were
'l‘jl"f"
work for the artillery down
there, Jodging from the sound, and we after-
ward learned that the Sixth ¢ irps halteries
that were with Getty's Division, and those
of the Second Corps, did fiue business in the
open gronnd where the Broek road crosses thie
plank. It was romored up our way about 4
or § o'clock in the afiernoon that the line of

But the Johnuvies, when they came «
the sud saw 22 puns
looking at them from the Lacey House knoll.

’
the edge of brush
besitated, and instead of churging, as we
expectied them 1o do, lay down in the cilge
of the brosh and began sharpshooting at us
aud our then rallying infoutry. To this we
ietantly replied with cauister, which, afier
& lew inelicclual rounds, was changed 10
[

O wourse, they had no artillery, as l.]u-}'
had through that men
muskets could bardly penetrate, let alons

oome brush

teams and pan-carriages. | do pot know

whit we did 10 them with our canister and
casesbot, but they Lit four or five of us in
the three batteries with their shurpshooting,
though it was tolerably long ket -range.

But they did not seriously follow gur broken

inlaniry bevond the edge of the brush. 1
will may here that 1 have seen it stated in
articles published since the war, in g~

gines wrilten by Confedessie officers whut
their troaps at this tine Grege's Texuns

E }‘v i

LT~ s
Georpian

R ng s g0t inlo the |
Germania roxd and within pistol-shot of the
Vil est Tavern,” And that, “if Lthey
n \ suitably sapported, would have
Cul Gur lines in two at that poiut and scpa-
rated w A v of the Polomae™ To this
I bave 1o s2y thet from where our bati 'y
stood we conld see balf o mile In cither di-
rection, nght or left, glong the Germanis
youd, and the Wilderness Tave m wag per-

. -
i-l;-.;m AUl Lull & mile 1 ]

DUT rear, 4iso in

plain sight, and 1 did not see duriog the
whale Gih of May any rebel more than 10
rods oniside (he edpe of the brush tiiat

fringed the Lacey clearing, und even those

i
)L

didn't sizy out of the brush o
gt 1
rond within pistol-shot of 1lie tavern,” there
would have been music by the full band on
the Lacey House kuoll, where we were, and
Coaper and M

I am sure

that § they had into the Germania

ink and Rittenhougse!

Well, barring eontrove rey on this point,
was now oward noon of May 6,
oies hod
BRIVER WAD WHOLE DIVISioN
in ; they had killed this grasd old may aund
eaplured Lis corpse, and they had stoppud
in front of our guns at the edge of the 1. e

it
The John-

WORTH'S

with |

the Second Corps had been foreed at the in-
| tersection of the Brock roud and the plank,
| snd that the enemy were sweeping up the
{ Germania the
Tavern.

road toward Wilderness
| our Jeft and rear. Dut they did not come,
| Of course we kuow now that they simply
| #tormed in in-
; trenched line, and were immedintely driven

outof it by Sprigg Carroll’s Brigade. In the

alterneon we could wee that the woods were

one  salient Haneock's

on fire on the southern edge of the Lacey
clearing, the fire extending away to our
left, and thi=s made as apprehiensive for the
| wounded of onr infantry, who were lying
| belpless in this brash in great numbers. The
| fighting iu our immediate front—south side
of the turupike—had pretty much ceased by
4 o'clock ; but Btevensou’s Division, of the
Ninth Corps, had now come uyp, and went
| Into the brush in the same place where
Crawford’s Division had attacked in the

morning
AT FIUST THEY DROVE THE ENEMY

| moke of Lhelr mousks iry Il_.ullll_:.{ ujp in great
volumes over in the clearing on the other

Bl

| and were reformed, some in the l..u't-y clear-

| ing and others uot until they had got back |

o the Gernmania ro

id, where there was
now quile a Loe of carthworks,

Night waus
front all
To 1h
til"’“
ki Hut just
wt dusk a fearful uproar set in oo our right
Just north of the plke

iy : i

now In our own

wasquict except spatting picket-shots.
left thidnios were fi')’:l‘i'.l,"_ Gl []j“ug_h
were oceasions!

. ¥
E!_y U]

coming an,

erasiies of heavy

1154
vn there as late az 9 o'cloek.

e ——

This was not fur from
4 he brush here lined the pike
| ou 35 nporth side, and the formation of the
provnd was gueh that we conld not sce the
clearing beyond whicly, | helieve, was part of
| the Bpotlswood farm. Bout it was now dusk
| enough so that the rapid-flashing volleys over
there wonld light up the sky like ™ hest light-
uing " o n Summer plght, snd we conld dis.
bnetly hear the yells of the troops. As the
Srivg rapidly swept back toward the Germa-
nia road, we knew that the Sixth Corps, on onr
right, was beiug driven 1o, and wenll moments-
rily expocted an sttack along the pike, which
would have made o unight battls.

To meet this probable sttack, sections of Rit-
tenbonse, ours and one of the volupteer bat-
teries—Cooper, 1 think—were ordered into

| positiou to commnd the pike, but only Rit.

man some intrenchments on the wrong |

He beard me and recopnized my voice, !

and reports of the Wilderness, Spottsyl- |

They are |

This wonld have brourht them in |

elear out of the bira !1, and we could see the

Buab they soon came back pell-mell, |

l tenhones went intobattery, Thisflurry proved
to be an attempt to turn our right fank, held
by Wright's and Rickette’s Divigions, of the
Sixth Corps. It vosnlted
Gens. Seymour and Shaler, with portions of

I their hrigades, and foreed the right of the Sixth

| Corps back to the Spottswood Honse, which
line they held after repnlsing a renewed effort

| of the enemy. No part of the Fifth Corps, in-
fantry or artiilery, was involved in this affair,
except to get ready for an apprehonded atiack,
as abovestated. However, it wasa trving time
for hinll an hour or so, as a sneee<=nl attack on
onr right flank just at that stage of the con-
tliet wonld have had a serions effect on the
troops of the center and left wing,  But vo at-
tack was made on our front, and after about
half an honr of
BORAMBLING, ¥YELLING AND CRASHING

up there (to the right), everything stopped as

il by magice. In a few minutes we ourselves

limbered up and fell back to the road, where

wa bivonacked for the night: having hield ona

Onr
Mate

House knoll for two davs and one night.
loss had been but one man, wounded
Freeman—not badly,

This battle of the Wildernoss was a singnlar
stroggle. It was contested for two dayson a
line approximately four miles long, by abont
£0,000 troops on our side and 65,000 on  thoirs,
and there was no npen ground anywhere wide
enonugh for a division to deploy on.  Artillery
could have beon usod there, but only in shell-
ing woods and thickets at random, The battle
was brought on by the rebels moving up to
us on the pike and plank rowds and strik-
ing the flank of ovur column as we moved
wlong the Gormania road and the Brock, which
intersect the other two at about right angles.
The rebels could bave Lot one reasonnble
objeet in this move, and that mnst have been
the hope of repeating Chancellorsville. 1 have
geen 1t stated that Gen. Lee believed that he

had us whipped on the night of the 6th, and
, expected that wo would retreat back across tho
Rupidan or toward Frederickshurg, Dut that
hope was soon shattored. As for the fighting,
| it was Silllp]}‘ hrl\h“'h:l{"l;ltlu on a grand soale,
in brosh where all formation bevond that of

trgu!n-ll{ﬁ or l‘(!lll}!.’llllr‘l Whs Sonin iu\l_ lll!ll
where such a thing as a consistent line of
Cbattle on either side was impossihle, 1 knew

a Wisconsin infantryman named Holmes, who
wialked right into the rebel skirmish-line on
the fith, about the time Wadsworth was killed.
Ho surrendered, and a rebel was sent to the
rear with him, In two minotes Holmes and
his guard walked right into our own lines, and
that in broad daylight, After dark on the Hth
four or five men who had stenggled from
Avres's Brigade were halted by DBartlett’s
skirmighars, surrendered to them, and had
| been started off townrd the Wilderness Tav-

ern onder geard beforo it was discovered that

they were our own men.  During tho night of
| the Hth two men cameback to the Laee v House,
both slightly wounided, Ono was a riobel, be-
longing to Hill's Corps, and thoe other was one
' of onr men from Crawlord's Dividan, They

had got together in the brush; both had lost
| their muskets, and as the brush was getting
l a-fire Lhey mnde the best of their way out of it
|

togother, taking their chanees ns to which of
| the two lnes they might fall into, A man
| named Coombs, of the 44th N. Y.. whom |
| knew, got lost in Bartlett's attack In the after-
noon of the Sth, and after dark found himself
away down to onr left among the tri s of tha
Second Corps, on the Broek rosd, and ho hnd
| passisl at least iwo miles in the roar of the
rebel lines, and through them twies, uuchals
lenged. He 101d me that when he eame to the
| Second Corps {ront on the Brock road sboeat 10

in tho eapture of |

position, with but little ehange, on the Lacey |

ealled “Spindlor's Honse,” whare the rond to
the “ Old Courthonso” forks with the Brock,
and that they had gous in position there.
This position, as wo #lterward learned to our
cost, was very advantageons,

It seomed that Gen. Warren did not at first
apprehend the strengtic of the rebel position,
He had Gen, Merritt dismount a lot of his cav-
alry and form them off (o the right of the old
road as flankers, and then proceeded to assanlt
the enemy’s works with Robinson's Division ;
Gen, Warren leading the troops in person.

Goen. Robingon was badly woundad, and hia
troops driven back in some confusion abont
Alsop’s House, It may geom qnear for a Can-
nonear to eriticize such a splendid officer na
Wirren was, but 1t striiek me at the time that
he waus not eantions here, [ think he shonld
hnve made ua ponnd thom awhile before as-
sunlbing with the infantry. ‘That was what he
did aftor the first repulss, and 1 think he
shonld have done it at first,

Another thing to be eonsiderod is that the
march the night befors had been very hard
and fatiguing to the fofautry, who not only
marched severn]l miles, but had bean eompelled
to help elear the road of trees that the rebols
had felled nerosa it in their rotreat, and, as

[ this was early in the morning, they had not
| resteédd a bit, exeopt to bronkfast on hardtack,
| pork and eold water, there having been no

| bitt House, in Washingt.!

chuance to mnke coffve.
After the war 1 wet ¢ n, Warren nt the Eb-
=, ! having known
him bofore, Isaid very much these same things
to him. Ho said that his idon was then that

<fo

DeaTR oF GEN, BEDGWICK.

1_

[ the rebels had only resshed that point the

¥

same marning, or late that night, and so he
thonght they conld not Have intrenched mueh,
and henes the best fhing to do was to attack
them at onee, hefore they could get a chanes
todig. Bat if he bhad known that they had
been there all uight, s was aftcrward clearly
sacertained, he would Pave sttncked with the
artillery first and pot the infuntry in after-
ward.

Howeover, after the pepisze of Robinsosn’s Di.
vision, it was apparent that they would have
to be pretty well shakes up with artillery be-
fore infautry conld do anvthing,

AND TUEN CAME OUR TURN,

It had long been the rmle in Wainwright's
Artillory Brigade, when gny serions close-quur-
ters work was 1o ba dosie, to “ovder Stewnrt
up.”’ Soours and Martin's (Walcott's; Masan-
chusotts bmttery wors no% evrdered up some dis-
tance boyond Alsop's I isc, forming wn urtil-
lery front line of 12 gasa, while Winslow's { N.
and Rittenhonse's wers §n support nearer
the house, 1 cannob remeiobor what Miuk and
Cooper were doing just ot that time, In this

| mapner Stewart nud Waleott cngnged 12 or 14

| o'clock at night, and was halted, ho answor-
: ed : "1 belong 1o the 44th N, Y. who iu the
—mnre you?” IHe bhadn't the remotest idea |
where he wans,
THE RENREL I'RISOXVER
takon on the 6ih seemed convineed that we !
were whipped and muast retreat, They hind ap
iden that they liad et our army 1o two, and
that the Second Corps was totally eut off below
the plank road, It was jmpossible to make
¢Hu m undemstand Lhat we woere onl Just be.
| gluning to fight, 1 suppose there were hun-

dreds of such nstanees

One old fellow was brought ap out of the

| brush 2t the south edgoe of the Lacev elearing.

i He belonged 1o the 6t Toxus, of Gire wgd Kri-
pade. He had been hit fo the shin by a bullet

! which had lemporarily paralyzed hin log, with

| out breaking the bone, at the gxtrome palnt of
thelir advance in the aflernoon of the G
80 was left in our hands whon they foll hack
Some of the bova nsked him what e thoneht
of the battie. He was a comienl old cuxe, and

b, modd

bis reply was: " Battle! bo . It ain't no
battle ! I8 & worse riot than Chickamanga
was!" (He had been with Lougstrect at 'hiek.

Fall

o bt les,

"“You Yauinks don"t
At Chiliekamanga

aminugsa the
Lins

belure )

call do vou?

thers was at least & reas but here thore ain't
neither frout vor rear. It's all o mesy !
And our two armies ain't nothin® hot howlin'
wobs ! 'ma bwttin’ thare gin't a Geng ral, from

old Grant and Marse Eobert down, that knows
A - - thing about whar his Lroops I8, or w!int
has happened to 'em !’

P alraid the old Texan was more than half
right. fut he sat there und cotitentedly RO

| ped his game log with a spare sponge while ho
gnawed at 4 bardtack that one of theartillery-
L men had given him,
Howover, the battle of the Wilderness was
stand-off all round, we thought, 1f I had been

A Murnerovs Siror.

referee [ shonld have decided it “adraw " and
| “declared ull hets off.”? We had 1nst heavily ; but
#0 hiad the Jolinnies, and, ns it proved, we eould
wllord it better thay they could,  As u factar in
the general result, my deliberate conelusion is
that tho battle of the Wilderness was disastier
Lo the rebel cause on the whole, Baot they had
minde the most of Lhelr ndvantoges of p..-,u“,"
nud the naturs of the grownd @ thoy had fought
betier than ever before ; and though We wore
considerably soperior to them in 1ota) numbers,
the peculiarity of the situstion—broken couns
try and thick brash, whera every wood rosd
and cow-path was well known to them und
strange Lo our troops—Ilargely noutralized this
mdvantugs,  We lost more men than they did:
but their losses were larger than onrs, reek on-
i ol Ir:.’ |H'II'I'I|II.I;.JI' of nunibers LTI B

And we could repair our losses, while they
{ eould not replace their dead and disabled men,
{ Henee, 1 assort that the buttle of the Wilder-
ness was Lo all intents sud purposes s defent for
the rebels.
EPOTTEYIVANIA,

We staid at the Lacey House all day the 7th

| of May, and at night moved down by the Broek
road to a place where the road forks, nesr
Spottsylvanin Courthouse, Here we halted

{eurly in the morning of the Bth, and rested
awhile nod got onr bresk fast,

Gen, Warven, Gen, Wainwright, and some of
the battery commanders—Stewnrt among them
~—reconnoitered further down the road, and

| discovered that the enemy was busily intronch-
Cing weross the Broek roud fn front of o Louse

| they hind soveral gu s s nted

guns of the enemy, well posted.

the Alsap Honse the Broe |£ rowl forks, making
what the inbabitanuts there eall the * old road »
and the ““new rond”  The *vew road’ is the
eanterly one of the two, They come together
again jual before reachung the Spindler House,
where the rebels had made their earthwork
neross the rond, with redoubtd in the form of
bastions raking Its front or taking the road
from either side en echarpe. In these works
probably about
12 or 14-—and loug Banking bresstworks on
olther aide full of (nfantry. The thick brash
came up ¢lose to the “old rosd.” on the west,
while the “new road." on the aast, ran alony
the bank of n little ravine or gully formed by
rivalets that hesdod right in front of the rebel
works, and ran vorth into tho Ny, The space
between the two rowds was mostly an * old
field,” with littie clumps of stuut pine and
Juck-oak trecs, nll bare and desolate-Jooking, as
if good for nothing exespt to Oght o battle on,
The place where wo pnlimberod was, it scemed
to me, unfuvoruble, Phe ground rose a little
inour front, so that we eould pot sse the rebels
hewds over the low eroat, | have always thought
we wanld have done our work bettor +f we had
gono on the higher grounid to our rizht and
unlimbered thero; thongh, of conrse, thut
would have bronght gs within ensy musket-
rangs of their Hanking works, which wns not
the eans whore wo were,

Haowever, the old bagtery was used to “ casy
musket-runge,” and we always had & partiality
for point-blank businégss, e this a8 it may,
wo woent in here aud dpaned with case, sight.
ing the guns to graes the low crest In onr
front, The enemy repliod with spint, and one
of the first men hit fon the battery was Liout,
Thomas Goodman, commanding the left sce-
tion, in which | then was. This Lieut. Good-
man had recently joioed us, nod was only sery-
ing with our battery temporarily.

An the firing begup he suid something to
Herg't Thorpe or Sanbarn, and had hurdly got
the words out of his month when be was hit,
foll mortully wounded, and died n fow days
alterwnrd, The practice was very diflienlt. 1r
wé cleared the crest §g our front the ouse-shot
would either

EXPLODE IN THE AM OR GO CLEAR OVER,

Hence It wos necessary to “ graze’ them and
let them explode an they struck, which wonld
send their bullets and fragments tumblivg in
on top of the rebels In thelir redoubits, This, s
any artillerist knows, Is the very hardest kind
of practice.  If the erest is close to you, all yon
havo todo is redues your powder chargo till you
geb the exaet range, amd then You ean ul:-up your
shells or case ngﬁt on the top of them, mortar-
fushion. But in this sifair thoe erest was close
to the rebels und distant from us, 50 that we
couldn’t make * mortas-praetice,” but, ns nbove
stnted, had to cxplode our case-shot "“on the
graze,” to do any cxeetition.

On the contrary, the rbels had a ehanee of
“mortar-praction” atoum, a2 nhovae explained,
and they certainly made the miost of it, How-
over, wo rapidly got the upper-hund a8 soon a8
wao estublished our range, sud in about half an
hour they ceased to peply. Griltin's Infautry
Division was now brought forward, snd wo
limbered up und took & mew position to our
right of the sust rond, *lose to thoe edge of the
woods, aud near the crest of the high groand,

Rittenhouse came upon our right, but ns the
ground was not advantagoous, did uvot form
there, but went further over near the south fork
of the road, aud fopmed with one of the New
York butteries—Mink's, I believe—on the othoer
side of the Brock rond, As I remomber uow,
Rittenhonse wis swonuded hers, but whether
soverely or not | cannot reenll, (At all events,
I know that I saw himy about two weeks after,
in command of his battery, in frout of Jericho
l"lli'll.}

It was now pretty nearnoon, May 8. Al the
infantry of the Fifth Corps was in position, und
Wright's Division, of the Sixth, wus filing out
juto the Alson clesring tmmediately bohind us,
The batile of thisday is callud by some * Laurel
HilL" by othera *Alsap's Fiold,” ote.; but |
will eall it the first day of Spoilsylvanin--
beeause it was veatly part of the groai buttle of
Spottsylvania Courthouse,

AL this point I will explain that as we were
now on the high gropsd where there were no
springs or brooks, we wore digtressed for want
of witer to driuky our canteens haviog been

WASHINGTON. D. C., THUREDAY, DECEMBER

Just buck of :

e

U u) W

IS pusds) 180 4 9Ln

26, 1889,

<

—

LI

emptied during the night marsh and at break-
fast in the morning. Besides, we could not re-
plenish onr buckets with water to sponge with.
Ho some of onr men went off to the right, whers
thore was a little hollow, in which it was sup-
posed water eonld be found.
wiater and fire; for the enemy had come out of
his trenches, and his skirmishers attacked thia
party, wounding and ecapturing one of them-—
Johnson—who never eame back, and who wes
anid to have ended his days amid

THE HORRORS OF ANDERSONVILLE

sometime afterward, Bill was a good, honest
fellow, not over bright, but brave and fuithful;

They found both |

and as his time would have been out in a fow |

weeks his fate was partienlarly hard,

At this time it was apparent that Gen. War-
ren intended to repeat his assaunlt with the
infantry., Bartlett’s Veteran Brigade now de-
filed into the edgo of the brush, past onr right,
and deployved ont toward the slashed woods on
the left front of the rebel works. I had a
conzin in this brigade in one of the New York
rogimentg —the 44ih. He was killed in Bart-
Jett’s attack, ane his Captain (Rexford) told ma
afterward that he “never kuew what hurt
him.”

As I said, Bartlett’s Veternn Brignde swopt

|

by our right, deployed, und in five minutes that |

eternal crash of wosketry began again, We
could now see that the enemy had pulled his
guns out of his advaneed works and was posi-
tioning them in the heavier retrenched work
in his second line, leaving only infantry in his
old works at the forks of the

That Bartlett would have v ab
the first dash is certain but for the slashing.
Some of his men did get into the enemy’s works
on their right, but had to get out again in con-
sequience of the others not being able to get
through the slashing, 1 heard that the 16th
Mich, had their colors planted on the ensmy’s
breastwork for some minutes in this charge,

waiting for tho 831 Pa. and 44th N. Y, to get |

through the slashing.

The late Congressman |

James Laird, of Nebraska, then a private sol- |
dier in the 16th Mich., is my authority for this, | _
| of the battery at Spottsylvania the Sth of May,

Gen. Bartlett himself says that his brigade took
a few prisoners from some part of these works,
But, on the whole, Bartlett was ropulsed from
the rebel main line, though his troops and
those of Ayres did not retire very far, but tank
up and Intrenched our line on the crest, which
we held daring the rest of the fighting nbont
Spottsylvania Courthouse. At night our hat-
tery was withdrawn to an inner line nearer
our first position.

The first day of Spottsyivania was over.
Night settled down on the scene, and s cold,
drizzling rain fell nearly till morning. Our
Josses wore three men killed, thres mortally
wounded, and eight or 10 wounded, of whom
rix were disabled, besides five or six others
slightly hit,

The phenomenally large percentage of killed
to wonnded was doe to the fact that the casnal.

!

|

ties were all from nartiliory fire, all the men |

hit being struck by solid shot or pieces of shell
or case-shot.  Lieut. Goodman was §it in the
head, and fell after staggering about 10 feet,
AR ROORN AB LIEUT, GOODMAN FELL

Btewnrt, who, with all his cournge and even
ferocity in battle, could nover beur to see one
of his men die, turned and went out of the see-
tion toward the right of the battery, Bat Good-
man got right up, end, thoungh bis head was

|

|
f

| up during the previous night ;

bleeding, nppeared to be not badly hurt.s The |

ball had just grazed his head without pene-
trating the skull, It was doubtless ooe of the
flving wissilea from an exploding case-shot.
Serg't Thorpe, commanding the No. 1 guu of
our soction, picked up Goodman'seap and hand-
ed it to him. The shot had driven the cross-
canpons of the artillery clear throngh the eap.
Goodmian took the éap, thanked Sarg't Thorpe
for his sttention, and sald, langhingly: “ It's
only a sosatehbut it was a elose call.” Theh
he almost iustantly fainted. He was then
taken to the renr, and died In a few daws, It
wid sald that u blood vessel in his brain was
ruptured, and that he died of internal bemor-
rhinge on the brain, 1 have no deubt but that
the round balls contained in caso-shot struck a
much harder blow when they only grazed the
bone than the conjeal rifle-bullets would do,
Stewart was much affected by the death of
Goodman, ns he was a gallant officer, and had
been with us only a few days,

I was knooked down in oonr first position by

the air coneussion of n shell, which exploded |

slmast in my face, killed one man and woonnd-

[
|

ed several others; but | was not hurt, excopt a |

queer numwbuess sbout my head and temporary
deanlness,

ONE MAN'S HEAD WAS PARTLY SHOT OFF,
and he wus a frightful spectacle!
suw his sknll fly! He muost bave
in the fuce by an unexploded sholl or selid sliot,
and never knew what hurt him,

For the same reason that made sneh a fearful
percentage of Killed in this fight, the injories
of the wounded were all severe, OF the
wounded two or three lost limbs, Ono of thespe
was 8 Witconsin man, whose time

was oul i n few davs. He bhad beeu with
the battery sinee 1561, and was one of the best
men in it. He felt that it was pretty hard lock

I netually |
been struck |

tore up the ground in our midst without barst-
ing.

I bave sineca laarned that onr antagonists
were somo of the Wushington Artillery, from
New Orleans, and MeCarthy's Virginia battery,
My informant, now a jonroalist in New Or-
leuns, Maj. George Dupre, says that their fuses
were nearly all bnd, so that thelr shell and
case wore littlen better than selid shot wounld
have been. Whereas, he says, nearly every
one of our ease-shot

BURST RIGHT IN THEIR FACFS,

80 thatl, notwithstanding that they wera par-
tially covered by tho slight redoubts they liad
mada during the latter part of the night, we
suon made the position untenable., However,
quite enough of their shells and case burst
properly to meet all my requirements. I mnst
not he understood as finding fault with their
fuses on wy own account,

This was also the first time I had besn in |

close wetion undar the iramediate command of
Stewart, oxcept the little flurry at nightfall on
July 2 at Gettysburg, our left half battery hav-

ing operated independently of his the first day, |

an before described. But here we were all to-
gother, in closa order, nud the Old Man had
sbundsnt apportunity to show his 3kill as so
artillerist. He got hurt in one leg somewny,
probably by a stone torn up by a grazing shot,
or perhaps 4 pieee of spect shell, bat paid no
attention te it. He went slong from gun to
guon, instructing the gunners wod praising the
Cannonneers, He ‘would watch a shot, and
when he saw the dirt fly from the erest where
the shot gruzed and then ezploded he would
slap the gunner on the back and tell him,
*You've got her just right, now, my son ; keep
Ler right there!”

He got a brevet of Captain for that day's
work, aud right well did he deserve it, too. |
have aslways considered the work of Stewart's
battery the first day of Spottsylvanin a8 the
finest piece of purely artillery practice under
ditlicnlties of position and ground that I ever
kuew,

Stewarb was very proud of the performance

Prior to that time the history of the batltery
had been mainly rongh-and-tumble fights with
infantry at close gquarters, which involved sim-
plo “ stugging " with donble-eanister, as at An-
tietam and Gettysburg, with very little oppor-
tunity for nieo artillery practice. At Freder-
ickshurg the battery had engaged the snemy's
artillery at a fair rangeo, and had driven one of
liis batteries out of action, after dismonnting
one of his gons and blowing up & caisson or
two. Buat this fight at Spottsylvania was
purely an artiliery combat, undisturbed by in-
fantry fire, except occasional potshots by
sharpshooters sl very long range, which, so
far as I recollect, had little or no effect. It
was fought under circumstances of position
and ground ealenlated to bring into play all the
skill nud precision that an Artilleryman ean
comamand, The enemy was sercened from
point-blauk fire by an elevation in his front,
and was, besides, proteeted by slight epaule-
ments of earth and logs, which he had thrown
while we had no
protection whatever. On all sides there was
univeraal praise for the hehavior of the huttery
—{from (Gens, Warren, Griflin, Catler, Bartlett,
Ayres, and Wainwright, Chief of Artillery of
the Fifth Corps. Walcott’s 3d Mass. battery,
in line with us, thongh at some little distanca,
was also supoerbly served : thoagh, as it was not
in sach an exposed position as we were in,

atil, besides, us the enemy seemed to concen- |
trate his fire wore on us, the Bay State boys |

did not suller as muech as we did. Their loss,
a8 | remember, was about 12 men killed and
wounded to oir 20-0dd. Stewart afterward
wrote & very flne report of this engagement,
mentioning a good many of the bays and eall-
ing Gen. Walnwright's atiention to their con-
duct. This report should appear when the
Wir Records are publiched, A protracted ar-
tillery ducl, such as we had at Spottsyivania,
is by no menns 40 slirring an event as 4 close-
gquarter fight with charging infantry, like we
had at the Geaitysharg Railroad Cut, or at the
Anlictam Cornfield, and henee does not admit
of such vivid descrintion. When o battery is

fighting infuntry in that way, it is simply an |

exchange of double-canlster for musketry, nnd
while in such cases the casoalties are almost ul-
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OW,it is not to be
supposed that one
puot  old individaal

¢otld bave all the suf-
fering, hardship and
privation of the war
to himeelf, and taks
all the experiences
on his own shoaldern,
. While T saw a good
7 deal, and kept my

ways severe, if the infantry stands up to ita |

work well, the conditions of the fight will be
exciting and inspiring to the Cannones
that they wiil not, for the time being, realize

s, 50

the full extent of their denger, but will
be absorbed by a desire to destrov the
infantry in their frout. For this reason a

well-trained battery always appears at its best
when resisting an infantry charge, as at ¢

Guottysburg Raiiroad Cut, or when standing up

ne

| to its work ngainst a heavy and destructive fire

threa years |

| chuek 1o the

to lose o leg just ntdhie end of o gallant earoer, |

alter escaping, us he had, the earnage of Ma-
nissas, Antietum, Fredericksharg and Gettys.
burg., We all sympathized with him, but it
was the * fortune of war."

I have often thoueht of the gqueer vagaries of
shot In a eannonade. This artillery duel at
Spottsylvania lusted abont half an hour, and
during thnt time the unir was literally alive
with all kinds of projeetiles
how many shell and easeshot burst in and
over tho battery, int in our section all the cas
nalties resulted from one solitgry caso-shot, ex-
cepting the one that killed Goodman,

This case-shot was “a corker.” It killed
Root, mortally wounded Van Dusen, wonnded
one of the Johnsons and Wilkison soverely,
aud Sanborn and Serg't Thorpe alightly, and

C o fisdy
e Ju—

TAD NEGOTIATES FOR TARTAL

knockod me down by the concussion, besides
shaking up the men on the left gun of the con.
ter section, though not hurting any of them,
It exploded close to the ground, right in the
interval between the two guns of the section,
nhout 20 feet forward of the mnzzle, the most
offective possible pluee for n case-shot to ex-
plode, They exploded a shell In tho right see-
tion, almost on the ground, and is & manner
oxnetly similar to this one, but, strange to
say, ib .
DID NOT DO ANY SERIOUS DAMAGE,
This was the first time I had been under
henvy and well-sustained caunonade. My pro-
vious exparience hwl beon chiefly with charg-
ing lines of the enemy's infantry, a8 ut the
Gottysburg Railrond Cut, with s few shells
thrown in for variety; while, as belove roluted,
we took no purt worth mentioning in the great
artillery duel of the third day of Gettysburg,
But here at Spottsyivania it was a regular
“singging match ™ between batteries, with the
advantage of position and lay of the ground
largely in favor of the enemy. Ho served his
guns rapidly and well, but many of his case-

shot and shells howled jusv over our heads, or

|
|
|

I do not know i

of infantry ander cover at close range, asat the
Antietam Cornfield. Such sitoations stir the
bload of the mast slogzish Cannoneer, nerve him
to almost ineredible deeds, apnd make him oblivi-
ous ol his per 1l. There is nothing that can MLlr
the lntent heroism of a Cannoeneor like the sight
of the waist-belts of the enemy’'s infantry com-
ing on! Theu the only thing he bas to do isto
canister ws he can and get
It out pesin as quick as he can, without blowing
his “ Nopmber 1 from the muszle as the

s

¢ €yes open, my neigh-

bors and friends also
3 Dhad maoch experience;
t and as all incidents
and circnmstances be-
came the talk of the
. County, I will give
some af their narratives. It may look het-
ter for me. When I was in Washington,
after the war as a witness before the Sonth-
ern Claims Commission, I went into a lager-
beer saloon to rest wyselfl At the tahle
pext to me sat one of the unchapleted he-
roes of the Union army, and he was giviog a
description of the battle of Gettyshurg to an
admiring friend, in which he had so many
capital “ I's” that an outsider might be led to
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imagine that he whipped Bob Lee single-
handed. He bad drawn off the lines of the

| opposing armies with the tip of his fioger

{ out of their snap and into position.

Eoglish vsed te do with the Sepoys in the

Indian Mutiny.

But vou get none of benefit of this ex-
citement when von are fighting bhatteries, st
fair range, in anartillery doel pure and simple.
If they are in pladn sight it i3 better. Bus if

the

they are sereened from you 50 that yon eannot |

Wiis the case with ns at Spottsyl-
vania, 50 that yonr range and the resuit of your
fire ean be judged only by its evident eitect un
the enemy, every man in the battery, from
Caplain to Connoueer, is subjected to a great
mental and moval stratn, withont the eompen- |
sating etlects of exciloment or enthusiasm. Un |
such occasions the guns will be losded carefully,
often reducing the charges by spilling some of
the powder on the groand. 1f firing shell or
thers may be s debate between the
Sergonnt and the Gunuer about the time of the
fuse, T'hen thers may be another debate about
the clevation of the piece. In the meantime
the air ubove you will be blue with the mingled
flame and smoke of the enemy’s shells; his
rivochet shot will be ﬂ]lm;.: yvour eves fuil of
dirt; his oexploding euse will be killing or
wounding your comrades in every directlon, |
But vou must stick lo vour post in perfectly
cold blood, withoat the slizghiest iuspiring or
oxciting circmnstanes,  If von are killed it will |
be by a solud shot teking vaar head oll, or tear- |
ing out vour vituls, or eutting you in twop if |
wounded, it will be by jagged picees of iron shell |
toaring your poot budy in agonizing gashes, or
by the ogn Wy horrible holes made by the l!_\‘-
ing ounce balis of tron with which the case it
are filled! ‘
Taking wy experlonce ns a whole, T think it |

BOe your jov, us

Cilse,

Sl

is always casier fur a battery Lo face infantry | {

at close-quarters, with all the attendant excite
went and enthusbsm of sueh o tight, than to |
stand ap onder u eold-blosded and methodical |
cannonnde sueh a3 wae haid at Spottsvlvania, |
It Is doubtless hardly proper for a man Lo re
fer to his own conduct in battle, becanse he is
not & good a judge of it, and had better leave |
that toothers, But I willsay that, while L always |
had fwith that I would pull through the war all
right, us relnted inaconversation with Packard
on the old tield of Antietum, [ was really senred |
in this eannouade at Spottsylvania. The feel- |
ing was different from that experionced at
l;l'lll\'ﬁlllll';:: or, in Inge, dilferent l.lnt!l l!i'.'.{ X
perienced iu any other battle, 1 had ot first
an intense desire to got away., But of comse 1
knew that I eonld not do that without incurring
overlasting disgraee, evon if 1 did not get shot

by the Captain or Licutenant with their ready | : . ,
I thought 1| in adien went and joined the retreating

revolvers, il 1 attempted to ron,
would be glad to get a slight wound from a

plece of shell, 80 &9 to be able to “*Hly the red |
flig " as we used to say—that 8, to “show |
blood "' ; without which ne man was ever al- l
lowed to go out of action in Stowar!'s battery,

But niter 1 was knocked down by the conens- |

"

sion, before meutioned, and got up again aud
saw what havoe had been made, this fecling |
vanishod,
wa had got the exact range sud fuse-time just |
about then. we began to fire more rapidly than

1

Then 1 became enraged; and. ;u*,

(Coiatinued on 34 page.)
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|

and the spilied beer on the tabie and then
the aetion commenced. First, he went with
Reynolds and jumped on to Hill oo the
Chambershurg road with both feet. Next,
be belped Howard and his Germans to get
Then
he took a fresh ziass of beer while he had &
chat with Haneock. Then he fought ail
over the Round Tops, Cemetery Ridge and
Calp’s Hill, and at last, when Pickett's men
charged. jumped in behind the stone wall,
with Havs on his right and Gibboo on his
left, and weleomed them
“WITH GORY HANDS
GRAVES"™

I do not waut to be weighed as I know I
sized up that young man, and so, with your
kind permission, I will jot down what some
of the others have to say, who were * be-
tween two fires” like myself, and then I ean
with an easier feeling recount farther facts
of my own.

Miss Sarah E. Rawlins, of Stevensharg,
Va., tells me: “ We had frequent fights and
skirmishes around onr house during the
When Gen. Gregg went down to the
Raceoon Ford, in 1863, a Col. Hughey, who
had injared his knee and ankle by his horse
falling upon him, remained at Mr. Rickard's

TO HOSPITABLE

honse, with an attendant. When Gregy was
driven back he made a stand near Sievens-
burg, and the Coafederate bhattery at the
Killdee honse was throwine shells around so
close that Col. Hughey told our { Rickard's)
folks that they must come back out of dan-
He cut his boot open, and his Orderly

e r
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helped him onto his horse, and taking
charge of Mr. Rickard and his family he

conducted as buck about a mile to Mr. J.
Stout's, where he left us, and waving his hand

Federal line on the Brandy road. We have
not heard from him since that time

* When the Union treops catie in here to
Winter, in the Fall of 1563, Gen, Kilpatrick
made our house his headqgourters. I became
very well acquainted with all the staff, and
one day, in eonversation with De. C El Hack-
ley, he said to me: ‘ Miss Rawlins, [ am very
well aequainted with a gentleman of your
name who iz Gea, Graot's Adjutant-General,




